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his general's lack of initiative, Lincoln finally dismissed
McClellan from his command and replaced him with
General Ambrose E. Burnside.

Meanwhile, Lincoln had decided to strike a blow of
a different kind at the rebels, and six days after Anti-
etam he issued his proclamation declaring that all slaves
who were the property of people in rebellion against
the rightful government of the country were " hence-
forth and forever free ".

The dawn of 1863 found both sides war-weary and
disheartened by the contest, which showed no signs of
coming to an end. The North's superiority in men and
money was more than offset by its lack of good generals.
On December 13, 1862, Burnside, finding himself con-
fronting Lee with an army 120,000 strong, decided to
attack. Lee was in command of 80,000 men, and occu-
pied a strongly entrenched position on some heights
south of the town of Fredericksburg on the Rappa-
hannock River. Disregarding the protests of his sub-
ordinate commanders, Burnside decided to launch his
army against Lee's centre. It was a mad thing to do,
for the point of attack consisted of a hill the approaches
to which were protected by a stone wall and trench,
while the sides and top of the hill were covered with
pits filled with riflemen and many batteries of heavy
cannon. Nevertheless, Burnside would not be dis-
suaded, so the disastrous attack was begun, and six
separate assaults were made by picked Federal troops.
But bravery was not enough. No sooner were the
attacking columns within range than from behind the
wall and from the rifle-pits sheets of flame burst forth